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Please share the following message with your school communities.

A special message from Dr Edward Simons
Executive Director, Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS)

As schools communicate their fees for the coming year, | wanted to take this opportunity to thank
you for your ongoing support of Catholic education and to reaffirm our commitment to keeping
Catholic schooling accessible and affordable for families.

Thank you for choosing to be part of our Catholic education community of more than 120,000
young people across the Archdiocese of Melbourne. Today, one in five Victorian families choose a
Catholic education, and in the past year alone almost 2,000 additional students have enrolled in a
MACS school. Together, we share a commitment to providing an education grounded in faith,
where every child is known, valued and inspired to flourish.

| would also like to acknowledge the significant work undertaken by principals and school
leadership teams across MACS as they finalise plans and budgets for the year ahead. Their
careful stewardship helps ensure our schools continue to provide outstanding learning
opportunities, strong wellbeing support and vibrant faith communities for every student.

Like many families, our schools continue to face rising costs. We know that cost-of-living pressures
continue to place strain on household budgets, and we remain committed to keeping school fees
as affordable as possible. At the same time, we have a responsibility to attract, support and fairly
reward the teachers and staff who make such a profound difference in the lives of our students
each day, including maintaining pay parity with their colleagues in government schools.

Across MACS, we continue to review the way we operate, seeking efficiencies and making
thoughtful decisions so that resources are directed where they matter most: teaching and learning,
student wellbeing and the faith formation of young people.

Thank you for the trust you place in your school and in Catholic education. The continued growth in
enrolments across our system is a sign of the confidence families place in Catholic education and
the outstanding work of our principals, teachers and staff. As we continue to grow, our focus will
remain on responsible stewardship, strong partnerships with families and a shared commitment to
excellence. In doing so, we can ensure that Catholic education remains strong, sustainable and
accessible, offering thriving communities of faith and learning for generations to come.
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